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report our dispute. It was warm and long. I pointed out
to Father Tellier, that supposing the King and the little
Dauphin were both to die, and this was a misfortune
which might happen, the crown of France would by right
of birth belong to the King of Spain; but according to
the renunciation just made, it would belong to M. le
Due de Berry and his branch, or in default to M. le Due
d'Or!6ans. ^Now,* said I, <(if the two brothers dispute
the crown, and the Pope favoring the one should excom-
municate, the other, it follows, according to our new
constitution, that the excommunicated must abandon
all his claims, all his partisans, all his forces, and go
over to the other side. For you say, AN UNJUST EXCOM-
MUNICATION OUGHT TO HINDER US FROM DOING OUR DUTY.

So that in one fashion or another the Pope is master of all
the crowns in his communion, is at liberty to take them
away or to give them as he pleases, a liberty so many
Popes have claimed and so many have tried to put in
action.*

My argument was simple, applicable, natural, and press-
ing; it offered itself, of itself. Therefore the confessor
was amazed by it; he blushed, he beat about the bush,
lie could not collect himself. By degrees he did so, and
replied to me in a manner that he doubtless thought
would convince me at once. (< If the case you suggest
were to happen,* he said, (<and the Pope declaring for
one disputant were to excommunicate the other and all his
followers, such excommunication would not merely be
UNJUST, it would be FALSE ; and it has never been de-
cided that a FALSE excommunication should hinder us from
doing our duty,*

<( Ah! my father, * I said, <( your distinction is subtle
and clever I admit. I admit, too, I did not expect it,
but permit me some few more objections, I beseech you.
Will the Ultramontanes admit the nullity of the excom-
munication? Is it not null as soon as it is unjust? If
the Pope has the power to excommunicate unjustly, and
to enforce obedience to his excommunication, who can
limit power so unlimited, and why should not his FALSE
( or nullified ) excommunication be as much obeyed and
respected as his UNJUST excommunication? Suppose the